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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 GENEVA 03133 281257Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 10-14 ISO-OO STRE-00 AF-10 ARA-14 EA-12 
EUR- 12 NEA-10 OIC-02 SIL-01 AGRE-00 CEA-01 
CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-01 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 
L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 CTME-00 AID-05 
SS-15 STR-07 ITC-01 TRSE-00 SP-02 SOE-02 OMB-Ol 
DOE-11 /161W 

062296 281302Z/45 

P 281242Z FEB 78 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO USIA WASHDC PRIORITY 
SECSTATE WASHDC 6549 

UNCLAS GENEVA 03133 

USMTN 

FOR IPS, IBS, IEU 

STR PASS ELECTRONICALLY FOR DONALDSON 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MTN, ETRD 

SUBJECT: INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR MCDONALD 

1 . UNDERSTAND YOU PLAN TO INTERVIEW AMBASSADOR MCDONALD 
MARCH 3. INTERVIEW COMES AT A PARTICULARLY GOOD MOMENT, 

AS WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO HIGHLIGHT CERTAIN ASPECTS OF THE 
US DOMESTIC SITUATION TO OVERSEAS AUDIENCES AT THIS TIME. 

2. RECOMMEND YOU COVER THE CURRENT POLITICAL AND ECONO- 
MIC SENSITIVITIES IN THE US WHICH PLACE INTO PERSPECTIVE 
THE COMMITMENT OF THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION TO MAINTAIN 
AN UNDERLYING TREND TOWARD TRADE LIBERALIZATION. FOREIGN 
AUDIENCES ARE PREOCCUPIED WITH THEIR REAL DOMESTIC PRO- 
BLEMS AND ARE WELL AWARE OF THE STRENGTH OF PROTECTIONIST 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 GENEVA 03133 281257Z 

PRESSURES IN THEIR COUNTRIES. WE WANT THEM TO UNDERSTAND 
THAT THE ADMINISTRATION HAS ADOPTED A POLITICALLY COUR- 
AGEOUS POSITION IN THE FACE OF SIMILAR DOMESTIC PRESSURES 
AND THAT THIS POSITION IS NOT POPULAR WITH ALL SEGMENTS 
OF US SOCIETY. 

3. TOPICS YOU MIGHT COVER INCLUDE THE ATTITUDE OF LABOR 
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UNIONS, CERTAIN SECTORS OF INDUSTRY (WE UNDERSTAND THAT 
THE CHEMICAL INDUSTRY HAS PUBLISHED A PAMPHLET CRITICIZING 
THE US POSITION IN THE MTN) AND CONGRESS. THIS MIGHT BE 
CONTRASTED WITH THE TRADITIONALLY LIBERAL TRADE ORIEN- 
TATION OF US AGRICULTURE WHICH IS LOOKING TO THE MTN FOR 
A SIGNIFICANT RESULT. 

4. DRAFTED BY MEYERS. MCDONALD 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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